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Venezuela announces 
massive push to import 


International School of Aruba 
officially opens their World 
Languages and Arts Complex 



Principal Putnam, PM and Governor cut the ribbon 

tliis project, ■wfaich broke 


food, goods 

PORLAMAR (AFP) - 
Venezuela will massively 
boost Its food and basic sup- 
pli es imports in the next two 
months to counter shortages 
and lugh inflation, a minister 
said Wednesday. 

Vice president for the 
economy Rafael Ramirez did 
not specify the products, or 
amount of goods, the country 
would purchase, as he spoke 
to reporters on the sidelines 
of the South Amen can Oil 
and Gas Congress, at the 
country's top Caribbean re¬ 
sort Isla Margarita 

Ramirez, who is also min¬ 
ister of oil and mining, said a 
plan will soon be announced 
for Venezuela, which is 
highly dependent on basic 
commodity imports. 

Since President Nicolas 
Maduro took office on Apnl 
19, Venezuela has seen a 
cyclical increase in shortages 
of sugar, coffee, oil, milk and 
toilet paper, among other 

Syria clwnileal 
dlsarmamaat 
on tra^ but 
paaea talks In 
doubt 

DAMASCUS (AFP) - Syria 
is set ta hand over a de¬ 
tailed plan for the destruc¬ 
tion of its chemical arsenal 
by Thursday, days ahead of 
a UN deadline, the interna¬ 
tional watchdog said. 

Coiuinued on pg 6 


products. 

Meanwhile, annual infla¬ 
tion in September soared to 
49.4 percent, the highest in 
the past 13 years, according 
to official data. 

P^.amirez said that the gov¬ 
ernment wouldn't exclude 
any supplier in its push to buy 
goods, even though Maduro 
holds that food shortages are 
part of an opposition conspir¬ 
acy to foment protests 

The president announced 
Monday that Venezuela had 
reached an agreement with 
Brazil over file importation of 
food, mainly soybeans, com 
and meat In September, tlie 
country bought $600 million 
in vanous products from 
Colombia next door 

Venezuela's agn culture 
mimster said in September 
that the oil-rich OPEC coun¬ 
try of 29 million imports 50 
percent of its food. 


□RAWJESTAD - - ISA Head¬ 
mistress Sarah Putnam was 
pleased to welcome Aruba's 
Governor Fredis Reflinjol and 
Pnme Minister Mike Emanto 
share the ribbon cutting hon¬ 
ors witli her at the offrcial 
opening of the World Lan¬ 
guages and Arts Complex on 
Tuesday evenmg, October 22 
A number of island digni¬ 
taries attended flie grand 
opening event, joined by the 
ISA Board Chair and Presi¬ 
dent of Intemailonal Schools 
Services, (ISS) Roger Hove. 
Principal Putnam cited the 
personal support of Mr. Hove 
and tlie ISS mmaking tliis hu¬ 
manities educational center a 
reality, as well as tlie con¬ 
certed frill dr Rising efforts of 
staff and the parents of the 
students 


Prime Minister Email, 
when called to the podium, 
dwelled on tlie importance of 
such a complex. He affimied 
liis belief that development of 
creativity and artistic self-ex- 
pre ssi on 1 s j ust as imp o riant as 
more academic subjects, en¬ 
couraging a happy well- 
rounded CDmniuiuty, insuring 
abetter 'quality ofhfe.' Ms. 
Putnam summed up the neces¬ 
sity of such a center by quot¬ 
ing Aristotle 'Educating the 
mind witliout educating the 
heart IS no education at all." 

A number of parties in¬ 
volved in the completion of 


ground less tlian one year ago, 
were called to the podium to 
say a few words. This in¬ 
cluded ISA NOB Advisory 
Board President Annette Boe- 
len, who reiterated the impor¬ 
tance of Dutch for island 
students who may go on to 
liigher education m Holland. 
ISA PTA President Vanessa 
van der Veldt expressed the 
doubtfril reaction when Ms. 
Putnam first proposed the 
project, and complimented 
tlie school's principal on her 
ideals and tenacity. 

Continued on p g 4 


Special Olympics Aruba Natior. 
Games begin tomorrow evening 



See Story on pg 3 
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Cave G.E Betico Croes 3 (At th« beginning of the Mainsireet) 


Pastor Thomas 



P astor Thomas 


By: Roland W. Petei'son 

For some years now, on 
and ofC I have been obsen/mg 
the good work tliat “Pastor El¬ 
ston Thomas,” has been doing 
for the chollers and drug ad¬ 
dicts on tlie whole island, 

A few days ago he came 
by to make reservation for 
another Pastor of another is¬ 
land in the Caribbean. After 
the reservation was done to 
his satisfaction, he looked me 
straight in the eyes and said^ 
“ Mr Peterson you got to 
help me.” 


i^Vhat's the problem Father 
Tliomas, as I always called 
him. 

“Well as you know I am 
taking care of some drug ad¬ 
dicts and chollers, hut now I 
am in need o f transportation. 
I need a car, so that I can pick 
them up and help tliem h etter. 
Can you help me with a sec¬ 
ond hand car.” Knowing that 
transportation is crucial in the 
type of work that Father 
Thomas is involved in, I told 
him “Tlie cause is good, I 
will do my best to help you.” 
He then told me that he knew 





Aurhendc Tel.- 5S67e-f4-5S67i-f4 

« a M 

^ Viilid only far month of Octob^f 2&}3^ 

thii cvupon In ihii pivnwtiml 

3 Course Local Menu 

appetizer^ entree and dessert 


F.nrrcc ckaices inclucte 
these spccialttcs 


Fiih Soup. T^nth Qnwp Soup, S4 j4 _ 

Ac'ublh Cnmba, Cabdte) Sbtitu, Ribs, Keshi Yctu 
Chicken, FishenmuiV Chicken 


Ice Cream, or Chocdiiie Cake 


thought of was the Aruba 
Hospitality and Secunty 
Foundation. (A.H.&S.F). It 
did not take long to convince 
Its President, who has the 
same idea about fighting 
enme as I do. 


of a Van for FIs. S,ODD. DO and 
that it looked good. I told him 
to test-drive the Van and if it 
13 o.k. to get back to me. Tlie 
following day Father Tliomas 
in fanned me tliat the Van did 
not comply with his needs 
He then told me tliat in his 
search, he found anotlier car 
aS.U.V. for Fls.5,00D OD and 
that tlie good Saiiisntan seller 
had dropped the pnee to 
FIs.3,0DO.OD. Again I told 
lum to test-drive tlie SUV and 
then get back to me. The fal¬ 
lowing day. 

Father Thomas, infornied 
me that tlie SUV was o.k. and 
that he would love to pur¬ 
chase it, but tliat his Ministry 
had no money. All tlie money 
was spent helping the 
chollers etc. 

I then re CO 11 firmed that I 
would help him. 

Now it was my turn to put 
into motion my knowleiige 
and contacts. 

The first organization I 


I also told him that there 
will always be those, who will 
find that this is not tlie task o f 
tlieA.H.:&.S F to help. 

Father Tliomas is in Ins 
way*; helping to combat crime 
on tlie whole island and get¬ 
ting drug addicts and chollers 
off the street is a modus of 
fighting crime also. Eliminat¬ 
ing the cause is better than 
fighting the system. 

Before I continue I would 
like to tell you more about 
Father Thomas, so I asked the 
Adminstrtor and Coordinator 
□f the A H &.S.F. Mr. Dario 
F. Soemers, to visit the Pastor 
and interview him. Tins mter- 
VIew, I am adding "un¬ 
changed” to my article Tins 
interview IS, according to me, 
very touching and gives a 
good idea about Pastor 
TliDmas, who he is and what 
he stands for. 

"When I met Pastor 
Tliomas, to hand him the 
cheque to buy the SUV, that 
he so needed to better his vo - 
cation, I had the pleasure to 
have a little conversation w/ith 
Inm and what I learned really 
“incentivized” (motivated) me 
more,, to go and visit Inm and 
learn what he is domg, where 
he is coming from and what 
liis aspirations (goals) are. 

Continued on p g 5 
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RBC Royal Bank 
participating in EXPO 
CAS 2013 


Record offers on Mortgage, Home 
Equity and Personal Loans 



DRANJESTAD - RBC 
Royal Bank annaunces that 
□noe agEiii it will be part of 
EXPO CAS. Tlie event is 
known for gathexing the best 
infonnalion and deals regard¬ 
ing housing products and 
services under roof. 

RBC IS tlie place to turn 
when investing in a house, 
known as a staunch supporter 
of new proj ects and home im¬ 
provements. Hus is why the 
bank 13 pait oftlie EXPO CAS 
2fll3, ready to offer die best 
rales for all those interesting 
111 improving tlieir property or 
building anew one 

Hie EXPO CAS 3013 is 
tins weekend, October 25, 26, 


37 at the Renaissance Con¬ 
vention Center, and RBC will 
be there to offer superb deals 
on mortgages, home equity 
and personal loans, with ex¬ 
ceptionally attractive interest 
rates such as 6.95% APR on 
mortgages, Finance home eq¬ 
uity loans at ID.5% and find 
16.5% APR on personal 
loans. Besides tliat, all those 
acquiring an approved loan 
automatically has the chance 
to win a montlily pnse of 
AFls.l, 5DD and the grand 
pnze of APIs.2, 500 at the 
end of the year:So, do not 
hesitate, be sure to visit tlie 
RBC table at the EXPO CAS 
3013. 



TUESDAY* 4PM | FRIDAY* 5PM 
&SATURDAY*4PM 


TOTAL OF n,500 
CASH PRIZES! 


^6 for 9 games includes the Powerball. 
Buy a stamp for ^2 to double your prizes, 


lEserresijII be a member sifrheTntipAd'iiinra^'^ Club iAu$f be ]{ 

'^Ui? pfe^or uldei. Pluv re^Ksrjiblf. www.g(inbkfsunQnvnuHJLmg. 


J.E. IRAUSQUIN BLVD. 243 
Aruba, Dutch Caribbean 
troparuba.com 



CLUB & CASINO 


TROPI CAN A E NtE KTAIHM ENT CASI NOS ! TROFICANAC A3lN 05.COM 


M o n T B L E u 


I CANA 


mmm 


IJ.-m fcOlKiE 

eAllW'HAPIL 


Special Olympics Aruba Nation Games begin 
tomorrow evening 




the past ten years, and only 
those who compete in the na¬ 
tional games can qualify. 

The weekend's activities 
are taking place tluough the 
gracious support of Digicef 
official sponsors of Aruba's 


speaal athletes. Hie opemng 
ceremonies will include the 
classic torch run, fa 11 owed by 
events in track and field. 

Saturday's competitions 
will begin at S:00 AM with 
soccer matches at the 
Guillermo 
Tnmdad Sta¬ 
dium Simulta- 
n e 0 u s 1 y , 
badminton 
contests will 
be conducted 
at the SVGA 
Gymnasium in 
Piedra Plat, 
The afternoon 
will be taken 
up with howl¬ 
ing at Eagle 


ORANJESTAD - Friday, 
October 25, the Aruba Spe¬ 
cial Olympics Committee 
will begin the annual national 
games, through the Sunday, 
the 27th, Committee Presi¬ 
dent Arturo Werleman and 
National Director Karel 
Williams announced the 
opemng ceremony will fea¬ 
ture a rousing display of ath¬ 
letic prowess and dance and 
musical talent. It will take 
place at the Guillermo 
Tnmdad Stadium in Dranjes- 
tad. 

Hie annual national games 
are an important part of the 
qualifying process for partic¬ 
ipation m tlie Special 




'A- 


Olympics World Games, 
which will take place end of 
the July, 3015, in Los Ange¬ 
les, Califonua. Aruba plans to 
send a delegation to the 
games, as they have done for 


Bawling Palace. 

Sunday will open with a 
sv/imming at the San Nicolas 
Pool firom S 00 AM until 
noon and tlie day will end 
with the Bocce Ball tourna¬ 
ment on the SVGA gymna¬ 
sium grounds fallowed by tlie 
awards ceremony beginmng 
at 4 DO PM. 

Parents, friends, and all 
the community are urged to 
attend as spectators and dieer 
on their special alldetes. 
Commumty support encour¬ 
ages them as they strive to 
qualify to represent their is¬ 
land at the World Games in 
2015 The international event 
drawTS over 7,000 special ath¬ 
letes fi'om 135 nations to 
compete in an environment 
of "Yes, I can!" while provid¬ 
ing them with attitudes that 
allow them to mainstream 
into society. 

Mr. Werleman and 
Williams, along with Elaine 
Singh of Digicel, expressed 
til ey look fojward to the com¬ 
munity's support and partici¬ 
pation during the coming 
weekend. 

By Rosalie Klein 
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BRINSTH!? ad to receive a free orance juice 

III ifdkfdSt 


jA(so open for S@t Gnll Kgtaiuilt 6 BaiFl^ D^Fr^ 5-7^ 




^RiWiancii^ t^SUme ai 

^ 9*99 

MON DAY THRU SATURDAY 8-11 AM K^CArf (d- 

1 Egcs (fried, scrambled or roached) 

WITH BACON, AND iifcijiiAusAcEi ^Restaurant 

POTAIOEi. TOAiT AND COFEEE OR TEA. ' ' 


INuDer Sakd 


loiipoltbtillaT 


Utnm chicken Rnait 


Petite FIkt Kignen 


Ptiet of Croopef 


Ice Cream, - 
Chacotate 
Of 

Vaiulta 


AU serT«d with Fries or Baked FoUto od our Fanioas HOT Stoni 


Located at: 
playa Linda 
Beach resort 
TE: 5 86 404 6 


EARLY BIRD SPECIAL 


International School of Aruba officially opens 
their World Languages and Arts Complex 

Continued from pg 1 


October 30th is deadline 
to submit personnel 
registry to DAO 



Visual and Perfomiing Arts staff 


NOS Advisory Board Presi¬ 
dent Annett Boelen 



Governor, Roger Hove of ISS and PM Em an Donation to Aruba Autism Foundation 




PTA President Vanessa van 
der Veldt 


VisuEil and Performing Arts 
teachers Aiuta van der Sloot 
and Jalm Douglas also ex¬ 
pressed their extreme satis¬ 
faction for the quEility of 
hum Eiiu ties, educatiaii they 
could now deliver to tlieir stu¬ 


dents. 

Vanaus individuals 
were recognized far tlieir 
assistance in tlie cample- 
tian of the praj ecG in p ar- 
UcuIet, RemtJ. Roassien, 
for whom the new confer¬ 
ence room is iiEimed, and 
major contnbutors 

Richard and Milly Lade, 
the namesake of the 
Richard Lacle Visual & 
Performmg Arts Wing. 

Ms. Putnam closed the 
opening ceremonies by apol¬ 
ogizing that tile ISA does not 
yet have a pro gram to address 
the learmng disabled, but 
would hope to see one estab¬ 
lished, eventually. Inrecogm- 
tion of tins oversight, they 
had reached an agreement 
with the Aruba Autism Foun¬ 
dation (FAA) to donate 1 D% 


Major contributors Richard 
and Milly Lacle 

of the proceeds from a 
hindrasmg raffl e to the FAA 
One of its co-founders, Dilma 
Aren ds-Geer man, received 
the check on behalf of the 
FAA 

By Rosalie Klein 


DAO (Department of Labor) 
has issued a bulletin inform¬ 
ing all that the date to submit 
the Jobs List has been ex¬ 
tended for two weeks and 
that tlie deadline for submrt- 
ting said list IS now October 
3Dth. The Labor Law 2013 
(AB 2013 110.14) has taken 
effect as of April 2013 The 
application of article 23, 
paragraph I of tlie Labor Law 
regulates tlie model and obli¬ 
gation of business owners to 
submit a list of all employees 
to the Department of Labor 
and Investigation (DAO) for 
their control. 

All persons active in the 
labor market must fill out and 
submit a model of a jobs list 
On this list one must fill in 
actual job hours All informa¬ 
tion must be correctly filled 
in. Tire ongiiial version must 
b e submitledtogether wifii an 
extract of the Chamber of 
Commerce to DAO The 
Chamber's extract may not be 
older tlian three montlis. Tlie 
model Irst for DAO may be 
obtained online at wwwover- 
heid.aw or 

WWW gobierno.aw. A copy 
may also be picked up at the 


offices of DAO. Tliose desir¬ 
ing a digital copy may re¬ 
quest same by notifying 
DAO of tlieir email address 
Direct this petition to 
simo 11 . b rete (^arub a. g o v. aw 
or to arbeidamarktonder- 
z 0 ek^i 0 tniail. aw 

Atter DAO's cotrol the 
business owner will receive a 
copy of tbe list with DAO's 
stamp before December 20tli 
This is DAO's proof of hav¬ 
ing controlled the list. In tlie 
event of necessary correc- 
tions or adaptations DAO 
will contact the person in 
charge. 

For additional mformatian 
please contact DAO at tele¬ 
phone 533-772D and request 
the Bureau Arbeidsmarkton- 
derzoek 

F^emember that the dead¬ 
line date to submit your em¬ 
ployees' list IS also October 
3Dth. Tins hst may be submit¬ 
ted witli the above list at file 
offices of DAO at the LG 
Snufii Blvd 134 (third floor) 
Or, in San Nicolas at DAO's 
affiliate office. Office hours 
are Monday to Fridays from 
3 to 12 and fi-om 1:00 to 
4:0 Dpm. 


Ian Joor 

Lunch Buffet 

Saturday - Sunday 

12:00-3 p.m. Dinner 

Monday - Sunday 
6:00 -11:00 p.m 

Palm Beach Center ^ Pahn Beach Artiha Tel: 5860944 
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Pastor Thomas 


Continued from pg 2 

I went Id Ins little Tabernacle 
and he also took me to his 
home where he introduced 
me to five cluldren he and Ins 
wife are taking care a£ chil¬ 
dren ranging fi'om 12 to 15 
years old, wha come from 
families where the parents are 
drug addicts and are not able 
to look after these kids. He 
has been looking after tliese 
kids for years, where tlie old¬ 
est one since her Ist. year, 
thus already for 14 years, and 
which kid IS no w going to the 
MAVO school. In the week¬ 
ends he arranges for them tD 
see the parents, if they are fit 
to see the cluldren. 

Proud as could be, he 
showed me the SUV he has 
been able to buy witlr the 
help firom tlie A.H.S.F. and 
which he will use to help die 
addicts he is looking after, for 
as far as his resources allow 
him to do so. 

When asked, why he was 
doing tins, he told me Ins life 
story. 

He grew up in a fannly of 
13 clnldien where his motlier 
was a devoted Evangelist and 
his fatlier an alcoholic, who 
painted to provide for his 
family. 

They grew up m very poor 
conditions and at the age of 
ten his fatlier, as a joke, had 
him taste rum, which he hap- 
pened to like and whenever 
he had an opportunity he 
would chase his father’s 
empty bottles, to dnnk what¬ 
ever was left in them 

At 13 years old he was in¬ 
troduced to Marihuana and at 
15 he was chased from home, 
being a fully fledged addict, 
who from that moment on 
had to survive partially on the 
streets and in prison. By tlie 
age IS he was totally on tlie 
ground, staying sometimes 
more than a year without a 
batli and living in a condition 
we know as a choler on the 
streets of Curacao. 

One day, when he was 25 
years old, he was ajpproached 
by two Chnstiantwinbrothers 
who woke Inm up fi'om tlie 
street took him to tlieir house, 
prayed with him and intro¬ 
duced Inm to God. It took Inm 
almost two years to recover 
and kick Ins addiction and 
since he could not 'write nor 
read, and having a cnnnnal 
history was unable to get a 
job, he stayed with the church 
and became a pastor. He later 
met Ins wife in Aruba, "when 
he came to preach After he 
learned to read and write, he 
went on to graduate as a p as¬ 
ter in Jamaica, He always had 
a passion to help addicts on 
the sti'eet and has been doing 
so since he was converted at 
the age of 2d, and that is 26 
years ago. 


One of the addicts who he 
helped to recover in 
Aruba,and whom he actually 
saved his life, outof grateftif- 
ness gave him a piece of land, 
where he, with the help of 
neighbors and church -goers' 
built his current Tabernacle. 
Tlie wood used for this, he 
had received as a gift firom 
CEDE-Aruba. 

As a Pastor, he has helped 
more than a 100 addicts. 
Mimster’Watty Vos, Rip, tlien 
the Minister of Justice in 
Aruba, sent Inm to New York 
in 1997, where he ^aduated 
in helping addicts on chemi¬ 
cal substances. He is also a 
“Drug Psychologist.” 

All tins work he is doing, 
he IS doing it without one 
cent help from any Govern¬ 
ment instance. 

Witli donations from Ins 
congregation of aboutdO fol¬ 
lowers, fund-raising events, 
BBQ-sales, free clothing 
firom department stores, etc. 
he IS helping about 30 addicts 
at the moment He bnngs 
them food every Saturday 
and if tlie funds alloiw; also on 
Wednesdays. He takes them 
to Baby Beach, where he has 
them take a bath and also a 
shave about once a month. 
He IS also providing them 
with clean clothes which he 
receives fi'om several Depart¬ 
ment Stores. 

Now that he has the SUy 
he has better transportation to 
look after his flock 

Tlie above is just a nut¬ 
shell of what this exceptional 
man do es I truly believe that 
by helping Inm, we should be 
better able to look at our¬ 
selves in the mirror, and 
Roland, I appreciate you, for 
putting tins ball into motion. 

Tlnngs he needs most, on 
short term, is some money to 
be able to insure the SUV and 
pay for the road taxes. 

He could also use a little 
stove and fridge to replace 
die dilapidated ones in Ins 
Tabernacle. 

In the photo’s, which I 
took you can see that die Tab- 
ernade also is in need of 
some LTC. 

I hope tins brief article 
gives you an overview of the 
good wok Pastor Tliomas is 
doing for the commumty. 

Addicts live on the street 
and only have one purpose in 
life and that is to get their 
daily shots 

Tins cost diem money and 
die only 'way diey can get this 
money is trough either beg¬ 
ging or stealing. The higher 
die urge and the less money 
they get from begging the 
Ingher die incidents of enme 
they canimit against our 
commuinty and tourist. Tins 
IS big problem and it is on 
the rise." 


beautification project of the 
mam street. 

Traffic heading east out of 
Dranj estad can now flow nor¬ 
mally, with entrance adjacent 
to die old ho spital building in 
the direction of Djispi's. 
Traffic on Caya Betico Croes 
can access the turnaround at 
Botica Oduber or continue 
straight to Lade Boulevard 
and die Valero Mam Street. 

After a long waiting pe- 
nod, the main street mer¬ 
chants are very happy diat the 
traffic flow is open to clients 
again, thus making shopping 
in die main street more acces¬ 
sible 

Tliere are still a few minor 
details, sidewalks and pavers 
still to be installed, but soon 
die mam street will be com¬ 
pletely finished, offering 
pleasant shopping opportuni¬ 
ties and much more attractive 
surroundings 


ORANJ ESTAD - MAMBD, 
die main street merchant as¬ 
sociation, announced that 
Zandstraat, the street between 
Djispi’s and Botica Oduber, 


which feeds firom the 
Emanstraat into Caya Betico 
Croes; IS open again for traf¬ 
fic. The street was closed as 
part of die reconstruction and 
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Syria «h«ml«al dlaarmamant on 
track but peace talks In doubt 

Continued from pg 1 


But prospects for a peace con¬ 
ference, which llie world body 
IS trying to convene in parallel 
witli the dts arm ament process, 
looked dim after key opposi¬ 
tion leaders spumed efforts by 
Western and Ai'ab powers to 
persuade tlieni to attend. 

And on tlie ground violence 
raged unabated, with a rebel 
attack on a gas pipeline caus¬ 
ing power outages across Syria 
and a deadly cai' bombing and 
shelling hitting Damascus 

The Organisation for die 
ProbbitiDn of Chemical 
Weapons said on Wednesday 
that tlie Syrian government 
was expected to hand over its 
disarmament plan within the 
next 24 hours 

Tlie pi an is the next step for 
Damascus under the terms of a 
US-R.ussian deal to head off 
military strikes on Syria which 
calls for all its chemical 
weapons and production facil¬ 
ities to be destroyed by inid- 
:3014 

"We expect Syria's initial 
declaration of its chemical 
weapons programme within 
the next 34 hours,* spokesman 
Michael Lulian told reporters 
in The Hagu e, wh ere th e 
OPCW IS based 

President Bashar al-Assad's 
regime has already handed 
over an inventory ofits chem¬ 
icals, weapons and facilities, 
and a joint UN-OPCW team 
has been m Syna since the start 
of the montli inspecting and 
destroying them. 

Tlie team has now checked 
IS of 21 declai’ed sites in 
Syria, destroying production 
equipment at almost all of 
them, Luhan said. 

But pai'allel efforts by tlie 
United Nations to convene a 
peace conference m Geneva 
next month have nm into re¬ 
sistance from the opposition, 
who are insisting on a raft of 
preconditions. 

Leaders of the National 
Coalition -- the main opposi¬ 
tion umbrella group — insisted 
tliey will not attend unless 
regime change and Assad's de- 
paiture are on tlie table. 

Ameetmgm London Tues¬ 
day between opposition lead¬ 


ers and 11 governments from 
tlie Fn ends of Syna group pro¬ 
duced little more than a joint 
statement that Assad should 
play no future role m govern¬ 
ment. 

Damascus retorted on 
Wednesday that no foreign 
pally could be involved in de¬ 
ciding tlie country's leadership. 

"Tlie Syrian people wiU not 
allow any foreign party to im¬ 
pose itself ... in choosing a 
government, or in determining 
its powers and tasks," the for¬ 
eign immstry said 

It said tlie government was 
ready to attend tlie plained 
Geneva conference to "try its 
best to ensure its success witli- 
out any preconditions or my 
fores gn interv enU on." 

'No negotiations if Assad 
departure not on table' 

Tlie opposition is due to 
meet at the start of November 
to finalise its position on the 
Geneva talks 

But Coalition head Alimad 
Jarba showed no signs of 
readiness to co-mpromise. 

"The only thing we are will¬ 
ing to negotiate is atraisfer of 
all power aid tlien tlie depa- 
ture of the mass killer 
(Assad)," he sad. 
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Obama reassures Pakistan on Afghanistan, Microsoftmifazed 

® ^ by Uiglitweiglit^ 

Apple software 


not drones 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - US 
President Barack Obama on 
Wednesday promised to con¬ 
sider Pakistan's concerns in 
post-war Afghanistan, but 
stayed mum on a call by 
Pnme Minister Nawaz Sharif 
to end drone strikes. 

Obama welcomed Sharif 
to the Wlute House after re¬ 
leasing $ 1 6 billion m aid -- 
mostly for tlie military -- that 
had been blocked anud high 
tensions over the 2011 raid 
that killed Osama bin Laden. 

With US forces preparing 
to pull out of Afghanistan 
next year, Obama pledged to 
bnef Shanf frilly and to work 
toward an Afghanistan tlial is 
"stable and secure, its sover¬ 
eignty respected." 


"I'm confident tliat, work¬ 
ing together, we can achieve 
a goal that is good for 
Afghani Stan, but also helps to 
protect Pakistan over tlie long 
term,' Obama told reporters 
at tlie Oval Office 

Many Afghans view Pak¬ 
istan suspiciously due to its 
past support for the Taliban 
regime, which was toppled in 
the US-led invasion that fal¬ 
lowed the September 11, 
2D01 attacks. 

In a joint statement, the 
two leaders came together to 
urge the Talihan "to join the 
political process and enter 
into dialogue with the Afghan 
government." 

But on a discordant note, 
Sharif urged an end to tlie US 


campaign of drone stnkes 
against extremists which 
have infuriated many Pak¬ 
istanis who see them as a vi¬ 
olation of the country's 
sovereignty. 

Calling for greater 
counter-terrorism coopera¬ 
tion with Waslungtoii, Shanf 
said: "I also brought up the 
issue of drones in our meet¬ 
ing, emphasising tlie need for 
an end to such stnkes " 

Obama did mention 
drones and the two leaders 
did not take questions. In 
their statement, Ohama and 
Sharif "stressed tliat our en- 
dunng partnerslup is based 
on the pnnciples of respect 
for sovereignty and temtonal 
integnty' 


fAFP) 

unesda 


SAN FRANCISCO 
Microsoft 0 n We dnesday 
brushed off Apple's move to 
give away its software, 
claiming the iWork pro due- 
tiviw siute from its rival was 
"lightweight" and ''has never 
gotten much traction." 

Tlie reaction came a day 
after Apple unveiled its new 
line of iPads and amiounced 
much of its software and up¬ 
grades would be free, includ¬ 
ing iWork, which competes 
with Microsoft's top-selling 
Office suite. 

"Since iWork has never 
gotten much traction, and 
was already pneed like an af¬ 
terthought, it's hardly that 
surprising or significant a 
move,'" Microsoft corporate 
vice president Frank Shaw 
said on tlie company's corpo¬ 
rate blog 
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International News 


Dutch fury over UN body's 
'Black Pete' racism charge 
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Obama tells Merkel US 
not monitoring her 
communications: 
spokesman 



THE HAGUE (AFP) - A 
Facebookpetitiou supporting a 
Dutch Clmstmas chai'act-sr 
called “Black Pete" on 
W'Sdnesday Int a nullion 'likes', 
revealing tlie liberal nation's 
attachment to a beloved figure 
the UH has warned may be 
racist. 

Anger over the issue has 
swept the Netherlands after a 
UN human rights body said it 
was assessing whether 
“Zwaite Piet"^ who accompa¬ 
nies Saint Nicholas during a 
traditional duldren's festival 
before Clnistmas, is racist 

The character, who arrives 
□n a gift-filled boat firom 
Spam IS typically decked out 
in a gaudy medieval costume 
and afro wig, with his face 
painted black and lips red, 
prompting criticism of racial 
stereotyping. 

Opponents say the chai'ac- 
ter recalls when Dutch 
colonists exploited slaves, no¬ 
tably in tire Caiibbean colonies 
of Suriname and Curacao, 
vdule supporters are offended 
at the suggestion tliat a charac¬ 
ter so central to Dutch culture 
could be racist 

The debate comes up every 
year, but now it is particularly 
bitter after the Jamaican chair 
of a committee at tlie UN High 
Commissioner for Human 
Pu gilts, Verene Shepherd, 
bluntly told Dutch television 
that “the practice must stop". 

‘The working group cannot 
understand that why it is that 
people in tlie Nefiierlands can¬ 
not see that this is a throwback 
to slavery and that m the 21 st 
century tins practice should 
stop," she told die Eenvandaag 
show on Tuesday 

Her Geneva-based commit¬ 
tee at the SJNHCHR sent a let¬ 
ter to tile Dutch government 
after tiiey heal'd that "the char¬ 
acter and image of Black Pete 
perpetuate a stereotyped image 
of African people and people 
of African descent as second- 
class citizens" and asked for 
further information, Dutch 
media reported last week. 

The Dutch give each other 
gifts, allegedly distributed by 


Saint Nicholas -- a Turbsh 
bishop wearing a long red 
gown and mitre who resem¬ 
bles Father Chnstmas — and 
Black Pete, on December 5 
and then also celebrate Clirist- 
mas on December 24-25, but 
without gifts. 

Shepherd angered the 
Dutch further by suggesting 
they should adopt a US-style 
"Santa Claus" instead 

“What IS wi'ong with one 
Santa Claus, why do you have 
to have two Santa Clauses?" 
said Shepherd, who is due in 
tile Netherlands next month to 
witness the arrival of Saint 
Nicholas and Black Pete first¬ 
hand. 

The Dutch are .alsD divided 
on the issue, whatever colour 
tliey might be, hut tiiere's near- 
univ ers al agre em ent that tiio se 
who do not understand Dutch 
culture should no:t gel involved 
in tile thorny debate. 

“Black Pete is a chimney 
sweep and Saint Nicholas is a 
Turk and they live together m 
Spain and tiial's what we cele¬ 
brate in the Netiierlands - it‘£ 
just tile best integi'ation party 
ever!" said one Facebook com¬ 
mentator. 

‘Note to UN: isn't there a 
war or famine or genocide 
going on somewhere where 
you could better bring your 
pressure to bare (sic)?" said 
another one of the 1,033,66? 
likes' garnered in less tiian 24 
hours. 

A Dutch Facebook page 
called "Black Pete is racism" 
had 7U66 'likes' at the same 
time. 

Amsterdam aty hall held a 
publicheanng last week diinug 
which 31 complamts about 
Black Pete were filed, calling on 
the Dutch cipital to revoke the 
peimil for tiiis yeai''s festival 

Mayor Eherhard van der 
Laan IS to rule on the pennit in 
early November. 

But supporters called for 
the Saint Nicholas festival to 
go ahead, ai'giung that it has 
been part of a E>utch tradition 
as far b aick as tire 1 dtii centuiy, 
with the Bla-ck Petes first ap¬ 
pealing around tile lS5Qs. 


Russia 

drops piracy 

charges 

against 

Greenpeace 

crew 

MOSCOW (AFP) - Russia 
said Wednesday it had reduced 
piracy chai'ges against 30 
Greenpeace activists detained 
at sea while protesting against 
Arctic dulling, to tiie lesser 
count 0 f" ho o il gam sm“ 

The Investigative Commit¬ 
tee, tile Russian agency in 
charge of probmg serious 
crimes, said it had "taken the 
decision to redassifythe crime 
as hooliganism". 

Th e crew of Greenpeace's 
Arctic Sunrise ship, who come 
from IS counlries including 
Bntaiu, Australia, Spain and 
Russia, had been facing up to 
15 years in a penal colony if 
found guilty of piracy. 

The new charge carries a 
maximum sentence of seven 
y ears map enal c ol ony. 

Greenpeace on Wednesday 
said the hooliganism charge 
was still "wildly dispropoitioir¬ 
ate" and called fonts activists 
to be immediately released. 

E.ussia chai'ged the crew of 
the Dutch-flagged slup with 
piracy early this montii after 
they attempted to scale a stale- 
owned oil platform in a protest 
against drilling in tire Arche. 

They are being held in pre¬ 
trial detention until November 
24 m the noi'tiiern Pv.ussian re¬ 
gion of Murmansk 

The piracy charge attracted 
international criticism with 
stars such as Brihsh actor Jude 
Law joining vigils outside 
Fmssian embassies. 

The Netherlands has taken 
Russia to tiie world's maritime 
court in order to free the crew 
members, but Moscow said 
earlier Wednesday it would 
boycott tiie healings before tiie 
International Tnbunal for tiie 
LawoftheSea(ITLOS}. 

Yladimir Chuprov of Green¬ 
peace's Russian office said in a 
statement sent to AFP tiie ac- 
hvists "should be released im¬ 
mediately." 

"The Ai'chc 30 protested 
peacefully against Gazprom's 
dangerous oil drilling and 
should be ft'ee " 



BUCKLE UP EVEflr TIME 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - 
Pre SI dent Bai'ack Obama 
Wednesday assured German 
Chancellor Angela Merkel tiie 
United States is not monitor¬ 
ing her communications, but 
the Wlute House did not deny 
reports US spies eaves¬ 
dropped on her cellphone in 
the past 

IlLe latest embarrassing 
revelations of activity by the 
US National Security Agency 
(NSA) threatened the trust 
and close cooperation be¬ 
tween Obama and Merkel 

The US president considers 
the newly reelected Genaan 
leader as one of Ins closest al¬ 


lies and friends on the world 
stage and has fi'equently spo¬ 
ken of lus respect for her. 

Eai'lier, MerkePs 

spokesman StefiEen Seibert 
said tiiat the chancellor called 
Obama to say she "unequivo¬ 
cally disapproves of such 
practices, should tliey be con¬ 
firmed, and regards them as 
completely unacceptable." 

The reports, based on infor¬ 
mation provided by fugitive 
US intelligence analyst Ed¬ 
ward Snowden, made Merkel 
the latest foreign leader to 
face claims their communica¬ 
tions had been intercepted by 
the secretive NS A. 



BELGIUM (AFP) - Police officers demonstrate yesterday 
in Brussels to protest against violence endured by the 
police. The Belgian police threaten to go on strike on Oc¬ 
tober 29. 
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Health & Living 


Tuberculosis killed 1.3 million last year: WHO 


GENEVA (AFP) - Tuberculo¬ 
sis claimed 1.3 million lives 
last yeai’ witli dmg-resistant 
forms of tlie infectious disease 
-- the deadliest after AIDS -- a 
huge global concern, the 
WHO warned Wedesday. 


Worldwide efforts to rein in 
the killer airborne disease 
helped drive the toll down 
ID0,000 &om the previous 
year, tlie World Healtli Organ¬ 
ization said in its annual report 
on the Sgbt agmnst TB 


But tlie loll remains the 
world's second-Inghest for an 
infectious disease, after 
HIV/AIDS 

An estimated S.i5 million 
people canght tuberculosis in 
2013, with India alone ac- 
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counting for 26 percent of 
cases, aud Cliina, 13 percent. 

According to the WHO, 
dose to one-third of TB cases 
were m Southeast Asia, just 
over a quarter in Africa and 
ai'ound one-hftli on the West¬ 
ern Pacific region. 

Looking at the longer-term 
picture, tlie number of infec¬ 
tions fell by nearly half firom 
1990 to 3013. 

But experts reckon only 
two-thirds of last yeai''s S 6 
million new cases were actu¬ 
ally diagnosed, leaving an es¬ 
timated three million people 
unaware tlrey had tlie disease. 

Those most at risk are typi¬ 
cally among the worst-off 
groups of the population, the 
report said. 

"To find the tlrree million 
TB cases means we need to 
reach beyond the current 
health services, we need to 
look at where these cases are," 
WHO expert Kami Meyei'told 
reporters. 

Global health experts also 
warned of the growing tlireal 
posed by a straui of TB that re¬ 
sists drugs used to fight the 
classic form. 

Multi drug-resistant TB, or 
MDPl-TB, winch emerged due 
to eri'atic ti'eatmsnl of the reg¬ 
ular strain or excessive use of 
anti-TB medication, claimed 
170, DO D lives last year, the 
WHO said. 

Some 94,ODD people were 
diagnosed with MDR-TB last 


year, twice the figure m 2011. 

But tlie true number of cases 
IE thou gilt to be around five 
times lugher, tlie WHO added 

'Areal public health crisis' 

The highest density of 
M DFl-TB c as es 1 e found in the 
former communist countries 
of Eastern Europe and Central 
Asia. 

Tliose are places where TB 
programmes have long been in 
place, but where failings in 
health services have allowed 
drug-resistance to buildup, of¬ 
ficials said. 

In contrast, Afiica has seen 
lower levels of MDP^.-TB, in 
pait because of weaker access 
to standard TB treatment in the 
past 

Other countiies hit hard by 
MDP^.-TB include Cluna and 
India. 

The standai'd drugs used to 
treat TB are isoniazid and ri- 
fampicm. Vaccines are in de¬ 
velopment, but are not 
expected to lut the market be¬ 
fore 2 D25, the WHO said. 

MDR-TB is able to ward off 
botli isoniaztd and nfampicin. 

It can be treated with be- 
daquilm, winch came onto the 
mai'ket at tlie end of last year 
an d IS ih e fir St new TB drug in 
four decades 

The WHO said it needed to 
bridge a 12 billion annual gap 
in order to meet its overall re¬ 
quirement of up to $3 bilhon a 
year to fight tlie disease m low 
and nuddie-income coimtnes 
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Sci-Tech 


Australian 
scientists 
strike gold 
in gum 
trees 

SYDNEY (AFP) - Aui^tralian 
res&ai'chei's have found tiny 
p Euticles of gold ludden inside 
the leaves of eucalyptus trees^ 
in a discovery they say could 
help prospectors discover new 
dep Q sits 0 f the pr e Cl Q us metal 

Scientists from the Com¬ 
monwealth Scientific and In¬ 
dustrial Research OrganisatiDn 
(CSIRO) made the find in the 
resource-rich Kalgoorlie re¬ 
gion of Western Australia, 
winch was tlie site of a major 
gold rush in the late ISODs. 

Geochemist Mel Lmtern 
said it appeared the trees 
sucked up the gold particles 
firom 30 metres (IQD feet) 
below die ground llirough 
their roots. 

In research pubhshed 
Wednesday in the journal Na¬ 
ture Communications, the 
CSIP.0 said tlie leaf particles 
themselves would not trigger a 
new gold rush as they measure 
just a fifth the width of a 
human hair and are visible 
only through advanced X-ray 
imaging. 

But scientiEts could use a 
teclmique laiown as “biogeo¬ 
chemical sampling" to give an 
indication of the presence of 
gold beneath the surface. 

"By sampling and analysing 
vegetation for ti'aces of miner¬ 
als, we may get an idea of 
what's happening below the 
surface without the need to 
driU," Lmtern said 

"It's a more targeted way of 
seai'ching for mmerals that re¬ 
duces costs and impact on the 
environment." 

He said the metliod could 
also be used to find other met¬ 
als such as zinc and copper. 
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Dutch pensioner spared jail for helping mother to die 


THE HAGUE (AFP) - A 
Dutch court on Tuesday 
spared an elderly man from 
jail for helping his 99-year- 
old mother commit suicide 
five years ago, on the grounds 
he acted "out of love" 

Tlie case of Albert Henng a, 
77, shot to national attention 
fallowing a documentary 
about his mother's 300S sm- 
■ci de, bro adc ast in 2 010. 

The film showed his 
motlier Maria telling her 
granddaughter "my life is 
complete", before swallowing 


a deadly cocktail of pills pro¬ 
vided by her son 
As It announced its deci¬ 
sion, the court m eastern Zut- 
phen called for renewed 
debate about euthanasia, 
which has been legal m The 
Netherlands since 2D02 but 
only under tight conditions. 

The court ruled that 
Heringa was guilty of" assist¬ 
ing a suicide", a crime that 
cames amazimum tlire e-year 
sentence or an IS,5DO euro 
($25,D0D) fine 
It added that Heringa "de¬ 


liberately chose not to abide 
by tlie rules." 

"But given the fact tiiat the 
court is satisfied that fie acted 
out of love for his mother, he 
will not be pumshed," it said 
in a statement. 

Prosecutors had asked for a 
three month suspended sen¬ 
tence agamst Henng a 
Tlie Netherlands and Bel¬ 
gium were the first two coun¬ 
tries to legalise euthanasia 
over a decade ago 
Yearly around 3,300 people 
die by eutlianasia in The 


Netlierlands, a pro-mercy 
killing group sad last year 

Stiict cntena exist in Dutch 
law for patients who request 
assisted suicides. 

Patients must be fully men¬ 
tally alert when asking to die. 
Families cannot request a 
mericy killing for relatives un¬ 
able to do so. 

A doctor, who has to agree 
to perfonn the procedure, 
must get a second opinion 
firom a colleague who in turn 
has to agree that the patient's 
illness was in a terminal 


stage 

Assisted suicide is then 
perfonned by mfiision or in¬ 
jection of a sleep inducing 
drug, fi)Uowed by a barbitu¬ 
rate to stop tlie patient's heart 
and breathing. 

"This judgement comes at a 
time of medical advances and 
longer life-spans in which 
many people worry' about 
their independence, maintain¬ 
ing tileir identity and quality 
of life," the court said. 

"‘A social debate IS needed 
on the issue," it added 
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Seven Dutch banks on 
European central bank 
review list 


THE HAGUE - Seven Dutch 
banks are on the list of 13Q 
banks wbich the European 
central hank plans to check 
out a ver the next few montlis. 

Tlie Dutch banks are state- 
owned ABN Antra and 3NS, 
ING, coaperative bank 
Rababank, the local autliority 
bank BNG, the waterboard 
bank Nederlandse Water- 
schapsbank and Royal Bank 
of Scotland NV 

Tlie banks have been sin¬ 
gled out for an * as set quality 
review’ followed by a 'stress 
test’. 


Tlie exercise has tliree 
main go als transparency - ta 
enliance the quality of infor¬ 
mation available on the con¬ 
dition of banks; repair - ta 
identify and implement nec¬ 
essary corrective actions, if 
Find where needed; and confi¬ 
dence biulding - to assure all 
stakeholders that banks are 
fundamentally sound and 
tiustworthy, the central bank 
said in a statement. 

Tlie information will give 
tlie central bank an overview 
□f eurozone banking ahead of 
it taking aver banking super- 
visron in November 2014 


Dollar stabilizes 
after sharp fall; yuan 
pushes higher 


WASHINGTON (AFP) - The 
US dollar stabilized Wednesday 
after sinking since last week 
against die euro on expectations 
of die Federal Reseive keeping 
its stimulus pragi'am in place 
possibly until next year. 

But the most significant 
move in die foreign exchange 
market wasm Cliina‘s closely- 
controlled yuan, which contin¬ 
ued its week-old climb to its 
lugliest point ever against the 
greenb ack. 

At 2200 GMX It'S euro was 
at $1.3775, dawn slightly fiom 
$1.37S0 late Tuesday. 
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The dollar slipped on the 
Japanese currency, falling to 
37.32 yen fi'om 9S.12 yen, but 
gained on die British pound, die 
pound trading to $1.61(54 fiom 
$1.6234 a day earlier. 

The euro also fell on die yen, 
to 134.10 yen firom 135.23. 

Kathy Lien of BK Asset 
Management said both die dol- 
lai' and die yen were bid up as 
safe havens after news tliat Clu- 
nese bank bad loan write-offs 
tripled m the first half of the 
year 

“Investors ai'e looking at the 
increase as a big red flag for 
Asia's largest economy and 
while It reveals some of the 
country's deeper" problems, the 
write-offs are also part of the 
new goveinmeut's overall strat¬ 
egy to dean up dieir h ooks and 
bring default ratios to intema- 
ttonal standar'ds,^ she said. 

Independent of that is the 
Chinese cuiTeiicy's move, the 
yuan, orretmnnli, was up 0.2 
percent for the day, moving to 
I5.0S3 yuan per dollar, and Las 
moved nearly 0.7 percent since 
October 13, after holding 
steady since May. 

A year ago it was at 6.25 per 
dollai'. 


Do You own a home in Aruba? 


Do you need a responsible person 
to look after your property? 
Starting at $15Q.OO per month 
I will look alter your home 
like it’s my own. 
Maintenance and gardening 
also possible. 


For niorv infonmation me mi e-rndil iit; 

intropisle^gTinsiiLcoiii ai'call 111 




US jury rules against Bank of 
America in mortgage case 


NEW YORK CITY (AFP) - A 
federal jury Wednesday con¬ 
cluded that Bank of America 
defrauded mortgage finance 
firms Fannie Mae and Freddie 
Mac with a lending program 
that fast-tracked mortgages 
aliead of the housing bust. 

The jury's ruling sets Bank 
0 f Anienca on course for a fed¬ 
eral civil penalty to be deter¬ 
mined by US District Judge 
Jed Rakoff. 

The lending program was 
created by Countrywide, once 
a giant in subpnme mortgages, 
p 11 or to it s 2 D 0 S acqui si ti o n by 
Bailie of America 

The Justice Department al¬ 
leged that Countiywide cre¬ 
ated tlie so-called “Hustle" 
program in 2007 as govern¬ 
ment-backed Freddie and Fan¬ 
nie were tigiitemng their 
underwriting guidelines and 
loan purchase requirements in 
response to rising loan de¬ 


faults. 

Countrywide allegedly 
eliminated key checkpoints on 
loan quality and compensated 
employees solely based on 
loan volumes, leading to "ram¬ 
pant instances of fiaud“ while 
Countrywide informed the 
Ic an-finsttice finus tliat it tiglit- 
eiied requirements, tlie Justice 
Department said m court pa¬ 
pers. 

US Attorney Preet Bharai'a 
praised Wednesday's verdict. 

"In this case. Bank of Amer¬ 
ica chose to defend Country¬ 
wide's conduct with all its 
might and money, claiming 
there was no case here. The 
juiy disagreed,“ Bharai'a sard 
in a statement 

" Tin s D ffic e will never he si - 
tate to go to trial to expose 
fraudulent cai"porate conduct 
and to hold compames ac- 
c omitab 1 e, p ai ti cul arly when it 
has caused such harm to the 


public.“ 

Bank of America, which de¬ 
nied that It engaged m firaud, 
said it was considering an ap¬ 
peal 

"The jury's decisiDn con¬ 
cerned a single Countrywide 
program that lasted several 
moiitlis and ended before Bank 
of America's acqmsition of the 
company," said a Bank of 
Amenca spokesman. " We will 
evaluate our options for ap¬ 
peal," 

Hie verdict comes as tlie US 
continues to press aliead witli 
litigation against giant banks 
over tlieir handling of mort¬ 
gages and mortgage-hacked 
secunties aliead of the 2D0S fi¬ 
nancial crisis. 

The Justice Department and 
J PM organ Chase are currently 
in negotiations over a multi- 
billion settlement over mort¬ 
gage-backed securities from 
tbs period. 


IMF says Brazil needs investment, 
competitive boost 


BRASILIA (AFP) - Looking at 
the long term growtli forecast, 
the IMF said in its annual as¬ 
sessment of a country whose 
goverimient is trying to lift 
growtli tlirougfi tax breaks and 
other incentives. 

Tlie countiy also hopes for a 
massive boost to the economy 
when it hosts next summer's 
World Cup, wlu'Ch will bring in 
an an estimated 600,0QQ foreign 
tourists. 

"Brazil could achieve long- 
run potential growth of about 
3.5 percent, althougli tins esti¬ 
mate IS subject to sigmficant 
uncertainEy and assumes a sus¬ 
tained pick-up in infiastructure 


investment. “ 

Hie IMF added Brazil had to 
sti’ive to improve productivity, 
competitiveneES and investment 
to lift growth above a 2013 
forecast of just 2.5 percent -- 
tliough tliat followed on fi’om 
an anemic 0.3 percent in 2012. 

Aganist a backdrop of tlie 
global economic -cnsis, tlie IMF 
also worried about a potential 
propensity to import more, 
slowing growth short term. 

Wlnle saluting "the expan¬ 
sion ofthe middle class (whidi) 
has been one of Brazil's success 
stones over tlie last decade ... a 
testament to macroeconomic 


stability and growth" the IMF 
lamented rising demand imbal¬ 
ances and lower savmg. 

"Consumption has become 
the dominant demand-side 
driver of growth wlirle invest¬ 
ment and net exports have 
weakened.'' 

And the organization also 
warned against an overheating 
of mortgage debt, seeing “some 
nsk" meriting continual vigi¬ 
lance. 

Hie IMF praised Brazil's re¬ 
cent inflation record saying tliat 
"since 1933, puce stability has 
been acbeved and policy cred¬ 
ibility has accumulated." 
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Exclusive interview with GEORGE CLOONEY 

by THE MORNING NEWS Special Correspondent to Hollywood, 
Noel de Souza 



George Clooney ss veteran astronaut in Gravity 2 



-- He's Kuave, he's handsome 
and he's reminds you of the 
real stars of yesteryear, like 
Cary Grant and Tyron Power 
" I can't dunk of any star today 
that has the presence that 
Clooney has," asserts Mommg 
News' Hollywood Correspon¬ 
dent Noel de Sousa. "In spit of 
tins, he does not seem to take 
Inmself loo seriously and drs- 
plays a great sense of humor; 
\sducliis some trmes self efifac- 
rng. But above all he has an 
endearing charisma and an 
op en fn endlrne s s" do ony r s 
currently staring m “Gravrty" 
with Sandra Bullock, rn what 
rs, for the mo St part, actually a 
supporting role, hut revrewers 
term as "scene-stealing at rts 
best.' Gravrty rs now playrng 
rn local theaters rn 3D, and 
crrtrcs have unanimously de¬ 
scribed rt as "breathtaking; this 
rs how 3D technology was 
meant to used." 

NDS YOUR ROLE IN 
'GRAVITY’ IS NOT VERY 
BIG. DOES THAT MEAN AS 
YOU ARE GETTING 
OLDEP^ YOU WANT TO 
SEE YOURSELF LESS AND 
LESS ON THE SCREEN? 

CC: I’ve been around the 
acting profession for a long 
trine. I’ve done a bunch of 
films and hundreds of 
episodes of television. Now 
Lm really interested in wntiug 
and directing I've had some 
success in it and I hke it. And 
I have tilings tliat I want to say 
and do, and it's mfinitely more 
creative than just acting. I'm 
getting grayer and older and I 
start looking at myself and 
tliinking well there's a point 
when people ai'en’t going to 
really want to see you, and you 
sort of have to beat them to the 
punch You don’t want to be 
tlie last guy at the party with 
aU die toys, gomg “^Vhere did 
everyone go?" You want to be 
ahead of the curve and not be- 
liind it rd rather be directing 
and wilting and picking the 
parts when they are right And 
tins IS what I’ve been trymg to 


do more and more. 

NDS GEORGE, YOU 
ARE KNOWN FOR YOUR 
OPENNESS WITH THE 
PRESS AND SOME TIMES 
YOUR JOKES ARE MISIN- 
TP^PTED, HAVE YOU ANY 
PLANS TO CENSOR YOUR¬ 
SELF? 

GC Fm not gomg to censor 
my life I still enjoy life. I 
come here and talk to you, I 
don’t worry about it because I 
figure you and I are working 
on this stuff together. We 
enjoy what we do and when 
other people outside of tliis 
room screw with it, tlien they 
do and there’s notlung 1 can 
do It's notliing tliat I can con¬ 
trol, so we'U have fun and not 
woiiy about what they say. I 
can’t worry about what every¬ 
body says, not anymore. I 
could answer everytliing care¬ 
fully and it could still get dis¬ 
tilled down to whatever and if 
I complain, iFU be hke George 
IS complaining about the press. 
So there's notlung you can do 
ab out it. 

NDS DOES GEORGE 
CLOONEY HAVE ANY 
VICES? 

GC: rU tell you. My vices 
are if I’m given the opportu¬ 
nity I can sit in fi'ont of a tele¬ 
vision with a remote m my 
hand all day, literally just 
watclung absolutely mindless 
crap. I don't sleep very muclx 
I wish I slept more, I have tons 
of otlier vices, I don't neces¬ 
sarily want to point them out 
because tlien you'll start point¬ 
ing them out and tlien I’ll feel 
really bad about myself 

NDS: HOW MANY CARS 
AND MOTORCYCLES DO 
YOU HAVE? 

GCkWell, in Los Angeles I 
have two cars and two motor¬ 
cycles and m Italy I have tliree 
motorcycles because other 
people want to ride them I 
also have a couple of cars 
there. You know, it's funny 
when you ai'e young you’re 
into sports cars and slut like 
that. It really does matter. You 


go, like, "this is cool.^' 
When I’m in Italy I 
pull up to the Villa 
d’ Este H 0 tel m a mini - 
van. You go, "I lost all 
my cool " You sort of 
just want transporta¬ 
tion after awlule and a 
lot of times things like 
really cool cars or cool 
motorcycles are about 
getting attention, and I 
get all tire attention I 
could ever need. Now 
I kind of like being in 
a minivan and no one 
pa^'ing attention to me. 

NDS: COULD YOU BE 
MORE SPECIFIC ABOUT 
THE CARS AND MOTOR¬ 
CYCLES THAT YOU 
DRIVE'7 

GC: I have this Tesla, 
which IS tire electiic car, wlrich 
I drive some and not as much, 
as say the Lexus Hybnd - you 
know, the "nomral car. I have 
Haiieys, I like Harleys. I like 
ndmg slow. I'm not out to race 
anybody 

NDS: WHEN YOU ARE 
OUT ON YOUR MOTOR¬ 
CYCLE DO PEOPLE LEAVE 
YOU ALONE? 

GC: They pretty much 
leave me alone m Italy but 
when I go out to some other 
areas away fi:om my home 
base, tlrey don’t leave me 
alone. People pull up next to 
me going hundred and Rveirty 
nules an hour and say 'Htl" 
Urey pull in fi'ont of you, it’s 
crazy 

NDS: BUT HOW DO 
THEY RECOGNIZE YOU IF 
YOU ARE WEARING A 
HELMET? 

GC: I don't know. 

NDS: ARE YOU WEAR¬ 
ING A VANITY HELMET 
INSTEAD OF A TOTAL 
ONE? 

GC: Yes, but it's not for 
vanity Tire total one hurts my 
neck when I wear it all day. 
You sweat and it wouldn't be 
fiin. You want to feel tire wind 
my our face. 

NDS: WHAT IS YOUR 
EXERCISE AND DIET 
REGIME, AND DOES IT 
CHANGE WHEN YOU ARE 
DIRECTING, BECAUSE 
THAT REQUIRES A DIF¬ 
FERENT STAMINA THEN 
WHAT YOU REQUIRE 
WHEN ACTING? 

GC It’s a fiuiny thing, and 
you’ll see it with most direc¬ 
tors just before tlrey start- they 
are working out like crazy. 
Urey are eating great, they are 
doing eveiy thing right. For 
about the first week you kind 
of figui'e out "I’m going to get 


up if It’s a fi.OO am call, I’m 
going to get up at 4:30 and I'm 
going to work out. I'm going 
to keep up my stamina.' Tlrat 
lasts for about a week and you 
go "I don’t care" and you iiin 
out of energy to do that be¬ 
cause it takes all your energy. 
Directing, in general, is an¬ 
swering a thousand questions 
a day airdtiying to solve prob¬ 
lems. Tlren at the end of the 
day, you watch dailies. Be¬ 
cause of the way I work I then 
go to the edilmg room to edit 
the scenes firom the day be¬ 
fore, so I have tire scenes firesh 
m my head aird put them back 
to back and have tire film al¬ 
most cut when we wrap. So I 
have a sense of what 1 have as 
a film. I try to not overeat and 
try not to drink too much, be¬ 
cause you don't want to be 
hung over die next day and 
you don’t wairt to pul on 30 
ponds while you’re directing. 
There's always a craft service 
table that has tire least healthy 
foods that you'll ever see in 
your life. 

NDS: WHAT IS YOUR 
EXERCISE REGIME? 

GC: I play basketball every 
day. Oi; I have a bncycle that I 
ride or I have a gym in my 
house and I work out I never 
had a trainer, that’s never re¬ 
ally been my tiling, but I work 
out every day and I try to eat 
healthy aird I do succeed at 
most times, and sometimes I 
fail. My way of llrinking is 
every tiring in moderation, in¬ 
cluding moderab on 

NDS: WHEN YOU LOOK 
BACK OVER YOUR CA¬ 
REER AND YOUR LIFE, 
WHAT ARE THE THINGS 
THAT YOU ARE MOST 
PROUD OF AND LEAST 
PROUD OF? 

GC: As air artist, you know 
I have been lucky enough to 
be in a few films that will last 
longer than an opening week¬ 


end, which IS importairl, be- 
v cause you want them to, 
even wheir tlrey ai'e not at 
the lime. I had films 
n \hke OUT OF SIGHT 
n \ and THREE KINGS 
\ that really didn’t do 
^■1,, .iwelL opened poorly, 
HU : . but they are really 
H|n good films and will 
HH . stand the test of 
HQl . >nime. Career-wise 
HBM 1 /I'm very proud of 
some of the films tirat 
^^^Vwe were able to force 
^^Prto get made that studios 
^H^and other people didn't 

want to nral^e. I’ve certainly 
done some turkeys along tlie 
way. I’ve made some dumb 
choices, mostly eaiiy on in my 
career. I airr one of the lucky 
ones who got to nral^e a lot of 
mistakes when no one was re¬ 
ally paying allenbon. 

The thmg I atrr most proud 
of was being involved in 
places and issues that when I 
have all tins attention on me, I 
was able to deflect that atten¬ 
tion onto Dai'fur and South 
Sudan Hiese were important 
parts of me because they 
couldn't get tireir voices heard, 
and it was easier for me and 1 
couldn’t get off tire fi'ont of tlie 
camera. I’m always veiy 
proud of being able to deflect 
some of tins too much of atten¬ 
tion that I get, to deflect on to 
0 tiler people who could use it. 
The telethons and things like 
tliat we’ve been able to put to¬ 
gether over the years. I am 
proud of those tlnngs because 
those feel like I was able to 
take sometinng that is gomg 
very well for me, and use it to 
highhglrt other people's prob¬ 
lems, people who could not 
ha\.'e their voices heard. Those 
are tire successes. Tire failures 
are easy; I have plenty oftiiose 
along tire way, 

NDS: WHAT IS THE BEST 
ADVICE THAT WAS GIVEN 
TO YOU? 

GCr Never mix wine and 
Vodka (he says with a little 
laugh) a lesson that I did not 
take to heart, that is why I 
can't donate my liver. All jok¬ 
ing aside, 1 thinly I received the 
best advice firom my aunt 
(singer Rosemarie Clooney) 
She sang a song called 'Hey 
There" that’s areally spectac¬ 
ularly beauhfiil song and as 
she got older it became more 
of a jazz song. Her advice to 
me was "don't wake up at S5 
and say wirat you should have 
done, do it now" I like that 
piece of advice 
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5 Burgers Aruba: Now your best breakfast bargain! 


eggs any style, (omelets with 3 
hlliiigs are $7 99) toast and 
coffee with uniimiled refills 
for tlie special introductory 
price of only $3 99, or All-you 
can-eatpancakes for $d 991 A 
new plate called the "Home 
Run“ comes witli 3 eggs, 
bacon or sausage, 2 pancakes, 
toast home ffies - for only 
$9.99! Best of all - unlimited 
coffee or tea - diat is. refiJlable 
and never ending is only $.79! 
Breakfast is served from Sam 
until noon. Famous for their 
fries made from fresh potatoes, 
Aai'on has been working for 
mouths on devising the most 
irresistible home fries recipe, 
chunky and tender with skins 
stdl on, after much testing and 
tasting, he got the thumbs up 
from his harshest critic, Rosie; 
so tins IS anotiier treat you 
have to try. 

A glance at their burger 
menu will certainly tempt you 
to return for lunch or dinner, to 
sample their famous specialty 
items such as the Gouda, 
Fanner's or Man Burger (al¬ 


most 12 ounces of choice 
beeQ, and a Western Burger 
with Aarons' secret-recipe 
crispy Qiuonrmgs. All of these 
c an h e p erson alize d with an in - 
credible array of toppings, 
(mushrooms, jala-peho pep¬ 
pers, bacon, cheese, lettuce, 
tomato.. .whatever, the list 
goes on) at absolutely no extra 
cost. 

5 Burger poitions are 
ENORMOUS^ Aai'on suggests 
that even their small seiving of 
fries is enough to be shai'ed by 


two. He was very amused to 
watch a famous French chef 
demonstrating the best way to 
make fried potatoes on a gour¬ 
met cooking show' and could 
only comment "‘He stole my 
recipe!" 

Try them the Enghsh way- 
with vinegar, and you 11 won¬ 
der how you ever ate fries 
witliout it. Tbs same 5-star 
chef also swears by Gouda as 
the best topping for the ideal 
gourmet cheeseburger. 

S Bm^gers is now open 
early until 10-lsh at night; 
delivery is available to both 
the hi^i-iise and low-rise 
hotel and beach distidct at 
now extia cost foi' ordei^s 
ovei‘$50. Enjoy a g^ eat lunch 
without evei' leaving the 
beach by calling 5Sd-3904. 
However, we suggest you stop 
by and enjoy tlieir authentic, 
he ait felt hospitality; it is not 
unusual for eitlier owner to sit 
and chat, sharing tlreir loiowl- 
edge of the island wlnle mak¬ 
ing sure patrons are happy with 
their meal. 


Delicious Breakfast 

-- A favorite stop for a great 
burger for lunch or dinner has 
just expanded tlieir hours and 
menu to offer some of the best 
breakfast bargams to be found 
in Palm Beach. Owners Aaron 
and Rosie Wall sever are living 
tlieir dream, a home on paia- 
dtse while welcoming all and 


sundry to tlieir proud un¬ 
dertaking, 5 Burgers 
Aruba. Tlie couple's fa¬ 
natical dedication to giv¬ 
ing their customers what 
they reaUy want has re¬ 
sulted m a unique menu 
fr'om an intematioiially 
known franchise with a 
"5”, which no win eludes 
brealefast 

“■You never get a sec¬ 
ond chance to make a 
frrst impression," be¬ 
lieves Aaron. Upon en¬ 
tering 5 Burgers Aruba 
in Tlie Village Mall m 
Palm Beach, one is 
stiuck by utterly spotless 
surroundings and a smil¬ 
ing, friendly attentive 
service crew. Of course, 
the mam item on the menu is 
burgers-the way they were 
meant to be, thick and jmi::y, 
made fresh daily and 100% 
pure beef the kind tliat made 
the hamburger a traditional 
American ti'eat. 

However, beginning at 7 
a.m., patrons can now order 2 


Enjoy and relax at Quality Apartments 
Where service is with a smite 



Aruba is one of the most 
beautiful islands m the 
Caribbean, having long 
stretches of sugar white 
beaches, where you can take 
long peaceful Wedks or dive in 
the cleanest of waters found in 
the world 

And Quality Apartments is 
situated witlun walking dis¬ 
tance from these beaches. 
WowIN 

Hie apartments are conve¬ 
niently located less than one 
mile from Aruba's most beau- 
tifid beaches, hke Maiichebo 
Beach and Eagle Beach; near 
to the hotels and fantastic 
restaurants. 

Quality Apatimeuts is also 
located only 1 mile from 
Aruba's greatest casmos, four 
lai'ge supermarkets, bank, car 
rentals, motorcycle rentals, 
ezeeUent nightclubs and 
bowling club 

It has 43 comfortable stu¬ 


dio-apartments (max 3 per¬ 
sons) and 17 luxurious ipart- 
ments (max. 4 persons) witli a 
loft. 

Tliese fabulous loft apart¬ 
ments are more spacious, witli 
the sleeping area upstairs on 
the loft. All apartments ai'e 
completely furnished with 
cable TV Hie open kitchen is 
veiy spaciouE and eqiupped 


with stove top, refrngeratoi; 
toaster/oven and coffee makei' 
(microwave optional). The 
apartments are air-condilioaed, 
witti daily maid service, pnvate 
parkmg and a mini market 

The laundry is accessible to 
all guests 24 hours a day. There 
is a large fresh water swim¬ 
ming pool, with a pool deck 
and beach chairs, \^ere you 
can relax any time of tlie day 
Al the reception, the friendly 
staff IS always ready to attend 
you witli a smile. 

Quality Apartments is situ¬ 
ated at the Schotlandslraat 7D 
in Oranj e stad. For res ervati ons 
or mfonnation readers may 
call at tel. (297)-5S3-Q697 or 
(297)-5S3-7434, Fax: (297)- 
533-5202. Office hours are 
Monday thru Fnday. 3 a.m. to 
7 p.m., on Saturday and Sun¬ 
day from 9 a m. to 5 p.m. 
E-mail: quality @setariiet. 
aw, Website: iittp://aruba 
quality ap a riments. c om 




LONDON (AFP) - Britain's Prince William, Duke of Cam- 
hilclge and his wife Catherine, Duchess of Cambridge, 
arrive with their son Prince George of Cambridge at 
Chapel Royal in St James's Palace in central London on 
Wednesday, ahead of the christening of the three month- 
old prince. Prince William and his wife Catherine gather 
close friends and family on Wednesday for the christen¬ 
ing of their baby son Prfnce George, in a iow4cey cere¬ 
mony far removed from the global hype surrounding 
their wedding. 
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Baseball: Cards Craig could 
be thrust Into DH role 



BOSTON (AFP) - St Louis' 
offence should get a boost 
from the return of infielder 
Allen Craig who is expected 
to take on the added role of 
designated hitter for the Car¬ 
dinals in the World Senes. 

Craig finished the season 
hitting .115 overall with a 
team-leading F^.BIs and a 
superb 457 batting average 
witli mnners in scoring posi¬ 
tion. 

Tliat would make him the 
ideal candidate for designated 
hitter in the first two games 
of the Major League Base¬ 
ball's champi onship sen e s 
wluch begins Wednesday at 
Fenway Park in Boston 

'‘We've gotten here as an 
offence doing what we do, 
and focusing on our ap¬ 
proach," said Craig, who has 
not played since September 4 
due to a fi'acture in Ins left 
foot. "We are just nding witil 
til at " 

Tlie current designated hit¬ 
ter system -- which was im¬ 
plemented 111 19 S 6 -- allows 
for designated hitters on botli 
teams in the American 
League cities and no desig¬ 
nated hitters in the National 
League city. 

Tlie 109th World Series 
pits the two teams with the 
best record in the MLB going 
head-to-head Both teams fin¬ 
ished first in their leagues 
witli 97 wins and d5 losses. 

Boston has won seven 
World Senes titles but hasn't 
been victonous since sweep¬ 
ing the Colorado Rockies in 
20D7, while the Cardinals 
have won 11 crowns witli 
their last coming just two 
years ago against the Texas 
P^angers 

Whoever wins this best-o£- 


seven set will have the most 
champ 1011 ship titles (three) 
over the last 10 MLB sea¬ 
sons 

Just tliree of the Cardinals 
have played before at 
Boston's historic Fenway 
Park wluch boasts a unique 
11.33 metre (37 foot) high 
wall in left field dubbed tlie 
■Green Mouster.Tliere is 
nothing else like it 111 North 
Amen can baseball and it can 
be a thorn in die side of visit¬ 
ing teams to Fenway, espe- 
aally if their outfielders 
aren't familiar with the way 
the ball careens off it. 

'‘Tlie Green Monster is 
what it IS," said Craig, who 
has never played at Fenway 
before "It is out there and it 
can work to your benefit in 
some circumstances but it is 
not something we are going 
to try to lake advantage of"' 

The Cardinals struggled at 
tlie plate in the National 
League Championslup S eries 
before beating the Los Ange¬ 
les Dodgers in six games. 

Even if tlie Cardinals don't 
win the 3013 World Senes, 
nobody can say Carlos Bel¬ 
tran didn't pay lus dues to get 
there. 


Beltran, who has played 17 
years in the iiiaj ors, is hoping 
his first tnp to the World Se¬ 
nes is a successful one 

He can inflict damage firom 
either side of the plate and is 
oneofatido of Cardinals who 
have saw action at Fenway 
before. 

" Dunng the regular season, 
we went through ups and 
downs and we stood to¬ 
gether," said Beltran, who has 
dnven in 12 runs for St 
Louis in 11 post-season 
games. 'We did it as a team, 
actu ally It was fun j u st b ein g 
able to watch the veteran 
guys try to help tlie younger 
guys -- being able to see tlie 
younger guys coming along 
and just coming here and do 
their job It feels great ■ 

Though he IS hitting just 
.25d 111 the 2D13 post-season, 
Beltran is arguably tlie best 
playoff hitter of his genera¬ 
tion. In 45 career playoff 
games, he has 37 RBIs. 

Beltran boasts a career 
.327 average at Fenway with 
four home mns. The otlier St 
Louis players who have 
played there are catcher 
Yadier Molina and Matt Hol¬ 
liday who each have one 
home run at F enway 


SPORTS 


Baseball: Giants 
agree on 2^year 
Uncecum deal 


SAN FPJ^lNCISCO (AFP) - 
Pnght-handed huiier Tim 
Lincecuinhas agreed to a two- 
year deal worth a reported $35 
million with the San Francisco 
Giants. 

Tlie 2012 World Senes-win¬ 
ning Giants said Tuesday the 
deal, which would keep the 
two-time Cy Young Awai'd- 
winner in San Francisco 
through 2015, is pending a 
medical exam 

The San Frani:asco Chronicle 


reported the contract is wortli 
$35 million, down fi'om tlie 
two-year, $40.5 imllion deal 
Linceeiun inked m January 
2012 after lus fourth straight 
All-Star Game f^peai'ance. 

Lm cecum, 29, has won two 
World Senes tides witli tlie Gi¬ 
ants, but his production has de¬ 
creased tlie past two seasons. 

However, he did toss tlie first 
no-hitter of his career m 2013, 
sinking out 13 against tlie San 
Diego Padres on July 13.- 


Baseball: Price right 
fit for Reds 

CINCINNATI (AFP) - The 
Cincinnati Reds Tuesday 
named Bryan Pnee tlieir man¬ 
ager, giving tlieir pitching 
coach of four seasons his first 
Major League managerial j ob. 

Pnee will join the Padres' 

Bud Black and Boston's John 
Fanrell -- whose Red Sox open 
the World Series against St. 

Louis on Wednesday -- as the 
only former pitching coaches 
managing m the majors. 

"I couldn't be happier to be 
the next manager of the Cmcin- 
iiati Reds," Piice said "It's 
been a heck of a nde to tins 
point." 

Hie Reds werem seaf'± of 
a successor to Dusty Baker, 
who was sacked after Cincin¬ 
nati's loss to Pittsburgh in the 
National League wild cai'd 
playoff game. 

"1 have spent a lot of time 
with Biyan since the season 
ended, and 1 was convinced 



Petrozavodsk (AFP) - A handout picture taken during the 
SoDhi 2014 Winter Olympic torch relay on October 22, 
2013, and released by the Sochi 2014 Winter Olympics 
Organizing Committee shows torchbearers joining their 
hands in Petrozavodsk, the capital of the northern Russ¬ 
ian region of Karelia, som e eSB km (426 miles) north of 
Moscow. Russian torchbearers has started this month 
the history's longest Olympic torch relay ahead of Feb¬ 
ruary's Winter Games in Sochi, which will take the flame 
across the country through all 83 of Its regions, includ¬ 
ing extreme locales such as Chukotka, the remote re¬ 
gion In Russia's FarEast, the turbulent North Caucasus, 
and even Russia's European exclave Kaliningrad. 


after the first meelmg he is tlie 
light person to help us move 
this organization foiward," 
Reds general niBaiager Walt 
Jocketty said. 

"We've all seen him work 
here with our pilchrng staff 
He has proven himself to be 
an excellent communicator 
and leader, and clearly is one 
of the most respected people 
not only in our clubhouse hut 
in baseball in general.* 

Puce helped develop a 
Cincinnati pitclnng staff that 
had the fourth-best earned run 
average in tlie m^ors this sea¬ 
son. 

Hie Reds reached the play¬ 
offs three times in tlie last four 
seasons under Baker, but 
failed to win a playoff series 
after winning division titles in 
201D and 2012 before this 
season's one-game post-sea¬ 
son loss to tlie Pirates. 
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CLUB & CASINO 

Eagle Beach 
Tel= 66042 SI 


If it is a sport we wifi show it! 


Football: Bayern, PSG the 
biggest winners on good night 
for giants 



NBAs Owners approve 
change to finals format 


-PARIS (AFP) - Holders Bay¬ 
ern Munich and Paris Sainl- 
Geimain were the biggest 
wirmers in the Champions 
League on Wednesday as Real 
Madnd and botlr Manchester 
clubs also recorded important 
victories. 

Frendiman Franck Ribery 
scored a brace, including one 
from the penalty spot, wlnle 
David Alaba, Bastian Schwe- 
msteiger and Mario Goetse 
were also on target as Pep 
Guai'diola's Bayern romped to 
a 5-D home win against Czech 
champions Viktona Ptlsen, 
tbeir eighth consecutive ivinin 
the competition. 

The German outfit are three 
points deal' at the top of Group 
D from Manchester City, the 
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Premier League club who 
claimed a potentially 'cnicial 2- 
1 win at CSKA Moscow ear¬ 
lier m the day. 

City had fallen behind on a 
difficult pitch at the Arena 
Khimki when Zoran To sic 
lobbed Joe Hart, but Sergio 
Aguero netted twice before tlie 
interval to turn tire game on its 
head. 

That game was also marred 
by reports of racist chanting 
from tlie home sections of the 
stadium directed towards 
City's Ivorian midfrelder Yaya 
Toure 

" It IS imb elievable and very, 
very sad. We want to stop that 
and UEFA have to be strong, 
maybe dose the stadium," 
Toui'e said. 

PSG recorded tlieir biggest 
European away win as they 
took Anderlecht apailin Brus¬ 
sels, Zlatan Ibralumovic scor¬ 
ing four times and Edinson 
Cavani once in a 5 -D victory 

Ihrahimovic's evening fea¬ 
tured a hat-trick in the space of 
1 9 first-half minutes, with his 
third goal a ferocious volley 
from 2D yards that brought 
many of the home supporters 
to their feet. And he now has 
nine goals in his last four 
gcBnes m all competitions. 

With Oscar Cardozo's late 
equdiser earmng Beufica a 1- 
1 draw at home against 
Olympiakos m Group C's 
otlier, rain-hit, game, PSG ai'e 


now five points dear at tlie top 
and in a position to clinch 
qualification when tliey meet 
Anderlecht at home next. 

Despite IbralumoVic's feats, 
the competition's top scorer is 
Cnstiaiio E.onaldo, who took 
his tally for the season to 
seven with a brace m P^-cal 
Madrid's 2-1 win against Ju- 
ventus at the Santiago Bern- 
abeu. 

Ronaldo opened the scoring 
in the fourth imnute and then 
scored what proved to he the 
winner just before the half- 
hour mark following an 
equaliser by Juve's Spam 
stiker F eniand o Ll orente. 

Juve could not get back mto 
the game after Giorgio 
Chiellini was sent off early m 
the second half, although 
Madrid captain Iker Casillas 
said the hosts struggled agamst 
the 10 men 

Carlo Anceloth's side top 
Group B, while Juve are still 
witliout a wm and lose second 
place to Galatasaray, for vdiom 
Felipe Melo, Wesley Sneijder 
and Didier Drogba all scored 
in a 2-1 victory over FC 
Copenhagen. 

Meanwhile, Manchester 
United remain in control of 
Group A if only just, after a 
second-minute own-god by 
Inigo Maitinez gave them a 1- 
0 home win against Red So- 
ciedad at Old Trafford 


NEW YORK CITY (AFP) - 
NBA owners approved a 
change to tlie foniiat of the 
best-of-seven championship 
finds so tlie home and away 
sequence confoniis ^vith 
otlier rounds of the playoBEs 

The league announced on 
Wednesday that owners 
voted unaiimiously to adopt a 
2-2-1-1-1 format for the fi¬ 
nds beginmng with the up¬ 
coming 2013-14 season. 

Thai's instead of tlie 2-3-2 
system tliat has seen tlie team 
witli home court advantage 
host the first two and, if nec¬ 
essary, last two games i.vith 
the otlier team hosting games 
three, four and five. 

Tlie revised system, wluch 
was recommended by the 
league's competilion commit¬ 
tee, will allow an extra day 
between games six and 
seven. 

Earlier rounds of tlie play¬ 
oBEs use the 2-2-1-1-1 sched¬ 


ule, and tlie finds did, too, 
fi-om 1557-1504 

The format was then 
changed to make for less 
onerous travel duniig the 
championship senes, but 
NBA President of Basketball 
Operations F.od Tliom said 
improvements in air travel 
meant changing cities more 
frequently was now less of a 
burden. 

Commissioner David Stem 
said tliere had been wide¬ 
spread feeling that it was un¬ 
fair til at the team with home 
court advantage by virtue of 
a better record gomg into the 
finds should have to play 
game five on the road if the 
series was tied at 2-2 llirough 
four games. 

"It's not fair for tlie better 
team in temis of record to 
spend as many as eight days 
away fi'omhame," Stern said. 
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WEEKLY NFL FREE PARLAY CONTEST 


TEL 587 3399 • AT THE LA CABANA BEACH RESORT & CASINO 


Football: Spot on 
Ronaldo sees Real 
past Juventus 


MADPJD (AFP) - Chstiana 
Ronaldo scored twice as Real 
Madrid all but secured their 
place m the Champions 
League last witli a 2-1 wui 
over Juventus at Uie Santiago 
Bemabeu on Wednesday. 

The PoitugLiese had fired the 
hosts into a fouilli minute lead 
with a tidy fimslx but Juventus 
were level nudway through the 
first-half when Fernanda 
Llorente bundled home fi'om 
close range. 

Ronaido took Ins tally to an 
incredible seven goals in just 
tliree Champions League 
games this season with a 
penalty five minutes later and 
Juve's task became even 
steeper when Giorgio Clnellini 
was sent-off just after the inter¬ 
val 

Gareth Bale was then intro¬ 
duced to make Ins home Euro¬ 
pean debut for Real but despite 
failing to make the most of 
tlieir numerical advantage tliey 
held on to make it tliree wins 
from three in Group B 

Defeat however leaves the 
Italian champions in a perilous 
situation with just two points 
from tln'ee games, now two be¬ 
hind Galatasaray after they 
beat FC Copenliagen 3-1 in the 
otlier game in the group on 
Wednesday. 

The return of Iker Casillas m 
goal was one of four changes 
tliat Real boss Carlo Ancelath 
made to Ins side fr om tlie 2-0 
win over Malaga at the week¬ 
end, but tlie Spanish captain 
showed no signs of nistmess as 
he p allied away a fine drive by 
CL audio Marchisio inside the 
first two minutes. 

Two minutes later and 
Madrid were in front as Angel 
I>i Maria cut inside and slipjied 
a perfect reverse ball in belnnd 
for Ronaldo to round Gianluigi 
Buffon and find the net from a 
narrow angle. 

Juventus responded hnl- 
liantly to going behind thougli 
as they swarmed foiward and 
Carlos Tevez saw two efforts 
from distance fly just off tar¬ 
get 

And they were deservedly 
level on 22 minutes when 


Casillas paiTied Paul Pogba's 
header at tlie end of a flowing 
move and Ll o rente s wep t 
home tlie rebound for just his 
second Juve goal since joining 
from Athletic Bilbao. 

It took Madrid just seven 
minutes to edge back in fi'ont 
as referee Manuel Grafe 
rightly awarded a penalty 
when Chiellim hauled down 
Sergio Ramos as the defender 
tried to get on the end of Di 
Mana's firee-kick. 

Bale was introduced for tlie 
much maligned Benzema with 
just under 25 minutes remain¬ 
ing, but die Welshman strug¬ 
gled to make any impact on tlie 
gcttiie and certainly didnt en¬ 
hance his chances of starting 
when Real ti'avel to face 
Barcelona in La Liga on Satur¬ 
day, 


* All free Parlay cards must be in 30 minutes before the start of the First game or the weekly card. 

* Fr$e parlay card will issued fpr e'viery EpDrtEbOpk bet df |2Q or more - 2^ points on tplaiTigur Club Card. 

’ One ticket per S20 bet or more. 

* Players with the most correct games win. Prize monev will be divided between all winners in the event of a tie 
’ Management reserves all rights to tanceJ or alter this promotion at any time. 


AWG 500.00 WEEKLY PRIZE FOR MOST CORRECT. 

AWG 1,000.00 BONUS - FOR GETTING ALL GAMES CORRECT 

AWG TOO 00 ADDED TO BONUS EVERY WEEK THAT 

THE BONUS IS NOT PAID 


YOU RECEIVE 1 FREE PARLAY TICKET 

FOR EVERY $20 OR MORE BET ON ANY SPORTSBOOK WAGER 

* NO POINT SPREAD * SIMPLY PICK THE WINNER OF ALL GAMES ON THE CARD 
- MOST WINNERS WINS ■ PRI2E IS SHARED EQUALLY WHEN THERE IS A TIE 
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